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MR. CUNDARI: Today's date is October 
18th, 2001. The time is 9:35. I'm George 
Cundari with Richard Dun of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting the interview with the following 
individual. 

Please state your name, rank, title and 
assigned command. 

FIREFIGHTER SWEENEY: My name is Frank 
Sweeney, firefighter second grade, assigned 
to Engine 3. 

Q. Frank, can you just tell us the events 
of September 11th, 2001? 

A. I was assigned to Engine 3 
approximately two weeks before this happened, so 
I was kind of unfamiliar with the way the 
high-rise unit operated. But that morning I came 
in. I got here about 8:00 in the morning, 
reporting to work. I was upstairs. 

I think I was brushing my teeth or 
something with Angel and Michael. I can remember 
Angel making fun of Michael, the way he was doing 
his hair. Angel said, "Frank, go downstairs and 


make sure they've got your name in the house 
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watch ready to work. 

So I came downstairs, and I walked into 
the house watch. Battalion 7 was to go down to 
the World Trade Center for a fire. Somebody pops 
on the news, and we can see the World Trade 
Center. There was a lot of black smoke coming 


from the north tower. 


Q. Who was working Battalion 7? Who was 
the chief? 

A. Orio Palmer. 

Q. Orio Palmer. 


A. So they go down. Very shortly after 
another set of tones go out. I don't know who is 
being dispatched. I think it might have been 
Engine 3. Somebody got on the air and said, "Do 
you want us to bring the high-rise unit?" The 
dispatcher came back on and said, "Bring 
everything you've got." 

Now the truck guys are getting ready to 
go. I'm like, "Holy shit, Scott, what do we do? 
Where do we go?" Because I don't know who goes 
in the high-rise unit. So Scott said, "Yeah, 
come with me. I'll drive the high-rise and you 


sit next to me." I was like, all right cool. 
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3 Engine got right out. We were right 
behind them. We were flying down Seventh Avenue. 
You can already see people are out on the streets 
looking. People are already watching. The 
citizens are already watching what's going on. 

Q. When you got there did you see a lot of 


debris on the ground already? 


A. When we got to the scene? 
Q. Yeah. 
A. When we were coming down -- well, we 


crossed over West Side Highway and were coming 
down still just -- you could see a lot of things 
falling from the tower. But no, I can't see a 
lot of debris on the street, no, because the 
World Trade Center is actually up on like a 
parapet wall of some sort. There's like some 
kind of wall there you can't see. 

We got in front of the World Trade 
Center, and we could see things were falling. 
Scott and I just looked at each other like this 
is not a good place to park. Scott turned the 
high-rise unit around and parked it under the 
pedestrian walkway. 


At that time I remember looking at 
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Engine 3. Engine 3 went really far south, and 
the lieutenant had them turn the rig around and 
come back north. So we were actually facing the 
other way and were near a couple hydrants just 
north of the high-rise unit and just north of 
that bridge. 

Then another unit comes in around us. 
It was another engine. I can't remember what 
engine it was. We're standing there for a short 
period of time. I remember the lieutenant turned 
to Scott and I and said, "You know, this could be 
a terrorist thing. Maybe it was a bomb or 
something." I can't remember his exact words. 

Shortly thereafter Scott said, "What's 
wrong with the flight patterns around here?" I 
said, "What are you talking about?" And the 
south tower blew up. Scott said, "That was a 
plane." I said, "Scott, it was not a plane. It 
was probably another bomb." He said, "No, I saw 
it. It was a plane." 

Then a chief came up to him and started 
yelling at Scott saying, "Are you sure you saw a 
plane?" He was like getting angry. He wanted to 


make sure that it was a plane that Scott saw. 
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Scott said, "Yes, I saw it." That's when things 
really started changing. You could see the fear 
in a lot of people's faces. 

Q. The plane never came over your head, 
then? 

A. No. That was south of us. That was 
south of us. 

All the meantime, we were seeing people 
jump. That's what really started getting to me. 
At first it didn't start getting to me. I was 
like, all right, people are going to be jumping 
here. We had to keep our heads up to make sure 
we don't get hit by any of these. 

Then I think we were there an hour and 
it really started getting to be too much. I saw 
one woman come down and beheaded. It was just 
too much. 

Q. Are you still looking up at the north 
tower? 

A. Yeah, I'm looking at the north tower. 
The south tower is going. Somewhere in this 
time -- it's really hard to tell time frames, but 
I saw Giuliani with Von Essen, and they were 


going to what I believe was the command post. 
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It was set up like maybe in front of 
the Marriott Hotel, somewhere around there, maybe 
on the West Side Highway, yeah, in front of Two 
World Financial Center. They were walking over 
towards there somewhere. 

I can remember a lot of the officers 
yelling to the guys, "Do not put down your 
equipment. If you put down your equipment, stand 
next to it, because you don't Know who's putting 
what down next to us." 

We were clearing all of the civilians 
out of the area. I can remember getting upset 
with one civilian who was being very theatrical 
about the jumpers, and I asked him to leave. He 
didn't need to be there. 

I can remember about seven people 
walking from like at the Marriott over to where 
we were. I said, "Where are you people coming 
from?" They said the south tower. But it was 
only like seven people. Other than that there 
were no civilians walking in the front there. 
There was nobody coming out from the towers. I 
was very surprised about that. 


Q. Did you have a lot of chaos or mayhem 


F. SWEENEY 8 


around you? 

A. Not at this point, no. Initially when 
we parked the rigs there was a lot of civilians 
still in the area. At this point now it's a lot 
of security guards from the World Financial 
Center and a lot of Fire Department and police. 

So we're standing by in front of the 
Winter Garden. The lieutenant has us up one 
level from the rest of the fireman because he 
thought if something else were to happen we would 
be able to run through the Winter Garden, where 
all these guys would be stuck down there in the 
basement. 

We were actually under the pedestrian 
bridge at the entrance to the Winter Garden. 
Scott said, "If something happens, we'll all run 
into the Winter Garden and go to the right." I 
said, "Scott, look at this huge concrete pillar 
here. Nothing's going to go through this thing." 
Later on the north tower did. 

So anyway, we were standing there. One 
of the chiefs calls for three engines and three 
trucks to the south tower. I can remember we 


went back outside, because we walked inside for a 
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short period, just walked through the doors to 
see where we could run to in case we needed to. 

Q. You heard that over your radio? 

A. Then we walked back out. Yeah. 

Q. That came over your radio? 

A. Came over the radio. 

Q. Were there a lot of maydays on the 
radio at that time? 

A. No, no. I don't remember maydays at 
that time, no. 

The lieutenant said, "Let's go, 3 
Engine." I bent over to pick up the hose, and I 
hear what sounded like firecrackers and a low 
rumble. I look up, and the south tower -- I 
could see the top part of the siding overlapping 
the bottom side of the siding. The siding 
actually was like this. Then I saw the dirt 
above that. 
I ran. I was right behind Scott. 

Scott ran into the Winter Garden and got against 
a concrete pillar, and I just hugged the pillar 
with Scott. Aguilera was right behind me. I 
thought we were dead. I thought the tower was 


coming down on top of us. I thought we were 
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gone. 

It was a loud rumble. The Winter 
Garden filled up with the dirt, the dust and that 
was it. Then it was quiet. Then you heard the 
maydays on the radio. I can remember hearing, 
"Mayday, mayday, mayday. Mayday, mayday, 
mayday." I think I can remember like Ladder 4 or 
something like that, if that makes any sense. 

Q. Right now you're just with Scott in the 
Winter Garden? Anybody else with you? 
A. Scott and Aguilera. 

The rumbling stops, and we start 
looking for people. I can't even see Scott, and 
I'm right on his back. That's how thick it was. 

We start back towards the entrance to 
go back out of the building, and we hear people 
in this little room. So Rob and I go towards the 
little room. I don't know where Scott went at 
that time. We grabbed the people out of this 
little cubbyhole and bring them to the back of 
the building. 

Then we go back to the front of the 
Winter Garden and we found another person just 


wandering around. He said he's Commissioner of 
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the Fire Department and he needed to make a phone 
call. He tried making a phone call on one of 
those little security phones. We're trying to 
tell him he can't call out on that phone. He 
says he has to call headquarters. We just 
grabbed him, pulled him and dragged him out back. 

Q. Do you know which commissioner this 
was? 

A. It was not Von Essen. It was somebody 
I don't recognize. He identified himself as a 
commissioner. He was trying to make a phone call 
on that little white security phone. So we just 
told him, "Come on, let's go. You're in shock or 
something." We just dragged him out back of the 
Winter Garden. 

Then we came back out front looking for 
the lieutenant, who then shortly appears. Now 
we're worried about Kevin Cronick and our 
chauffeur. We didn't know where our chauffeur 
was. The interesting thing there is the 
pedestrian walkway bridge is still up. It's 
still intact at that time. The south tower is 
gone. Rob Aguilera says to me, "The Marriott's 


gone." I said, "Never mind that. The tower is 
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gone." I didn't think that the tower would come 
down, not like that. I thought maybe a quarter 

of the top came off, because it didn't seem like 
that long of a rumble. 

Q. How dark was it for how long a period? 
Was it a long period or short time? 

A. I thought it was kind of short, 
thinking of what came down. What was interesting 
is when we went back out towards the walkway, it 
was actually getting clearer. The closer we 
walked to the tower, the clearer it was getting. 
Inside the building it was very dense. 

Q. Were there a lot of people there other 
than you and your partner in the Winter Garden? 

A. Just the commissioner and maybe three 
other guys that we took out back. 

Q. There were no civilians? 

A. No, no. TI don't know where they all 
escaped to. 

So the pedestrian walkway was still up 
at that time after the south tower came down. 

So we just got together with our 
company, and we walked through the garden out to 


the back. 


F. SWEENEY 13 


Q. The second building hasn't come down 
yet? 
A. No. The north tower is still standing. 
We come out on Vesey Street and we walk 
towards the Hudson River. The lieutenant -- I 


said, "Where are we going? We've got to do 
something here." He said, "Well, this other one 
may come down." I said, "This ain't coming down. 


That was just a fluke that that first one came 


down." All the time I wanted to go up in there. 
He said, "Yeah, the second one -- that one may 
come down too." Not even five, ten minutes later 


the thing came down. 

Q. So you were around North End Street and 
Vesey at the time the second one came down? 

A. Yeah, North End and Vesey. Everybody 
started running north, up to where you see North 
Park on there. We started running north. That 
whole area became cloudy. 

Q. Were there boats parked over there, 
going to New Jersey, taking people over? 

A. There were boats taking people over, 
but I don't know if it was before the second 


tower came or after. I know afterwards when we 
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found Engine 5 and the fireman having a heart 
attack, yeah, there were boats there and we put 
him on the boats and sent him over. 

Then the rest of the day we just spent 
running from bomb scares and gas leaks. 
Stuyvesant school had a gas leak. The World 
Financial had a gas leak or bomb or something. 

Q. Then you were putting out fires on the 
rigs, ambulances, police cars at that time? 

A. No, no. By that time we were up by 
Chambers Street. We're north of Chambers now. 
Now the Fire Department is trying to gather the 
people and make some kind of organization out of 
it and getting companies together at that time. 

Once they got us back together and 
organized somewhat, they sent us back down to 
Vesey, where we stood and waited for Seven World 
Trade Center to come down. 

Q. Were you able to drive your apparatus 
back or you came back with Engine 3? 

A. Well, no, that's the interesting thing. 
After the north tower came down, that pedestrian 
walkway bridge was gone, and the high-rise unit 


was underneath there. 
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Q. How did you get back to quarters? 
Jumped on the back of a volley rescue. 

A. Oh, right, right, that's how we got 
back. That's right. 

But that was a long day. 

Q. After the towers collapsed, you never 
really saw any injuries after that? No civilians 
were coming up to you? 

A. No, it was surprising; right? Not many 
injuries at all. I think you either got hit with 
that building and died or -- 

Q. It was unbelievable the lack of 
injuries. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Anything else? 

A. No, you know, I can remember -- we were 
standing on Vesey Street, and it was just -- 
everybody is looking around in disbelief. We 


were wondering where 12 Truck is, when Angel 


Rivera? 
Q. Yeah. 
A. Angel Rivera was walking around ina 


daze and we found him. We said, "Where is the 


rest of the truck?" He started to explain where 
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the rest of the truck was and what happened. 

Q. And they came up after that? 

A. Heinz came up, and then we found 
McGimpsey. 

Q. He told us that Mazy and Matt Tansey 
were shipped to New Jersey. 

A. Yeah, I didn't hear that part. I 
remember they were trying to rinse McGimpsey's 
eyes out. His eyes were killing him. They were 
bright red, and they were hurting him really bad. 
So we sat him down and tried to wash them. 

Q. Anything else to add? 

A. I wish I could help you with the 
placement of rigs or something, but I can't. 

Q. There was a lot going on that day. 

A. The only other thing as far as citizens 
was in the north tower I can remember seeing 
citizens walking through the glass out an exit 
way. It looked like they were exiting out the 
north, but they could have been circling around 
to the back. 

There's nothing really else I think I 
could help you with. 


Q. I would like to thank you, Frank, for 
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taking the time and doing this interview. 
MR. CUNDARI: This concludes the 


interview. It's 9:50. 
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